Parish Forum – 11th September 2007

1. Opening Prayer

2. Apologies: 

Pat Kitchin, Kath Hoyle.

Present:

Phyl Lally, Brendan Lally, Edna Daly, Joan Barry, Christine Thorpe, Sally Mellor, Lee Mellor, Teresa O’Brien, Ann Roberts, Kathleen Wade, Maureen Dunlop, Ann Whitfield, Ann Hall, Barbara Horseman, Pat Punt, Michael O’Brien, Marianne Down, Pat Deakin, John Donnelly, Andrea Whitehead, Peter Neal, John Civico. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting.

Copies of the minutes had been made available at each mass. The following points were raised:

4. Matters Arising

· 200 club 
Joan Barry suggested that this should be a continuous project. Marianne Down expressed concerns that she didn’t know who was supposed to paying out winnings. Father proposed that the finance committee take this on. Andrea Whitehead said that she had spoken to Mick Ward, who is a member of the finance committee, about taking this on. She also expressed concerns that she was unsure about how many numbers were sold, what revenue was expected etc.

· 150th Anniversary 
Ann Whitfield said that there had been no progress since the previous meeting. She said that the plan is to get some information and pictures onto the Parish website. Pat Punt was going to interview Parishioners about ‘Lilly Spooners Kitchen’. Father reminded the forum of the need for a working group to set this up. Anyone wishing to be a part of the group should contact Ann Whitfield. Pat suggested that anyone with photographs or information could bring them to Church. Father suggested that one person at St. Ann’s and one person at St. Mary’s should speak at Mass to request information/photos/ help etc. Father proposed that members of the core group take this on. This was agreed. Barbara said that it would be a good idea for Ann to approach people rather than waiting for volunteers, as often people are reticent about coming forward.

· Loretto 
Marianne Down gave a presentation about her trip to Loretto. She said that she hoped to be able to use her experience in her work with several parish groups. Her presentation is available on the parish website.

5. Fairtrade

Ann Whitfield spoke about this. She said both she and Maureen Dunlop have taken over the fair-trade stall at St Ann’s from Phil Washington. Ann said that she had visited South Africa over the summer and that the circumstances and poverty of the people moved her. She was impressed by the quality of the goods that were being produced. She said that she would like to extend the fair-trade stall at St. Ann’s to include gifts. This is difficult as they cannot buy huge amounts of things in. They have ordered some Traidcraft catalogues to hand out and they will carry on with the monthly stalls.. Barbara Horsman asked what the value of the orders would  need to be and Ann said £140 for free postage. There are some fair-trade leaflets in the library and there is also a fair-trade festival which Ann has leaflets for. Father Harney asked about fair-trade at St. Mary’s and the response was that it was ticking over nicely. There were originally concerns about sales but this seems to be improving. However, there is always room for more customers! 

6. Buildings and Maintenance

Brendan Lally spoke about this issue. There was a briefing for Parishes on 25th July (By the diocesan finance committee). Peter O’Brien, Peter Neal, Brendan Lally and Don Aitken went to the meeting. Tom Garrad led the meeting and covered many of the responsibilities about keeping parish buildings. We all need to be aware of the current legislation/fire regs etc. They felt that there was a need for someone to take ownership/responsibility of this issue. As a parish we should have someone who would have a responsibility for this issue. Brendan asked for volunteers (2 people from St. Ann’s and St. Mary’s) to take on this role i.e. respond when documents come out, for example no smoking signs etc. They should have regular direct contact with Tom Garrad.. Brendan could pass on the information to people.  Brendan said that he and Peter O’Brien are happy to take on the role from St. Mary’s. Father proposed that people who are already in the role should become the representatives. Father asked if the core group could mention to the appropriate people at St. Ann’s ( Don Aitkin, Gerald Coin and Brain Tonner) and (if they agreed) they could take it up the role. 

7. Liturgy

Father asked if there was any progress in the area of a children’s liturgy but Maureen Aldous and Ann Ashton were not present at the meeting. Ann Hall said that she would contact Maureen Aldous about this. Father also asked about the deanery liturgy meetings. Ann Roberts fed back. It was proposed at that meeting that each of the reps go to a different mass to experience how other parishes approach liturgy. Barbara Horsman said that there was a ‘best practise for a welcoming’ parish day coming up soon. Peter said that he went to St. Josephs at Handsworth for the roving youth mass and he enjoyed it.

8. Church Seating
Father talked about the problems with the church seating at St. Ann’s. The benches are causing problems at weddings and funerals. He proposed that we get rid of the benches and put chairs in there. He said that he wanted to raise the issue and get people thinking about possible solutions and that the issue could be resolved at a later date. Barbara Horsman said that it was important that we remember the origin of the benches.

9. Journey in Faith Video Presentation.
Father did get one volunteer to take this on board from the last forum – John Donnelly. John said that the programm was similar in style to Café, i.e. a video presentation with  a discussion break etc. There are 4 dates arranged  -17 Oct, 6 Nov, 28 Nov, 12 Dec. All  of the dates are on Wednesday s and all events start at  7.30pm at St. Ann’s hall. There will be wine, tea, coffee and biscuits etc. Ann Hall volunteered to help with this. Father suggested that the dates be put into the bulletin now. Ann Whitfield asked for the topics for the dates so she could put it on the WEB. Father talked about Home missoin Sunday – the theme is ‘Welcome home for Christmas’ (welcoming back those who have fallen away from the parish). He asked us to think about the issues that are involved and how we can approach this as a parish.

10. New Printer
There is a new printing machine installed at Penistone. It is very quick and prints only in black and white. The machine acts as a photocopier. Any one who would like to use it is welcome to but the machine is really only suitable for bulk copying and training should be sought first. It is on loan for a couple of years. Michael O’Brien said that overall cost is cheaper that running and servicing a photocopier. He suggested that we have one operator. 

11. Churches Together in Penistone and District
Pat said that at the last Churches Together in Penistone and District meeting there was a DVD shown about ‘Hope 2008’. It focussed on taking our church out into the community. Pat asked how we could be involved and if anyone had any ideas.There was also a planned day trip to Hull to visit the William Wilberforce museum on the 6th October.

Father Harney fed back on the trip to Lindisfarne – he said it was great. There were 45 people in the group. It was a worth while experience - ‘The cradle of Christianity in the north of England’.

Oberanagaw 2010? This has been a topic of disucssion at ‘churches together’ – we don’t want to leave this too late. Brendan Lally has looked into a number of companies for this. Their will probably be limited places - a ceiling of 48 people. Parishioners that are interested will have to express their interest quickly!

Chris Thorpe said that she had looked at the possibility of a Christmas card for the parish (penistone). They will be available soon at a price of £1.50 per card

12. Chairperson
Father talked about the fact that he had been in the chair for 4 years. He feels that it is important that the forum should be chaired by someone else now – i.e. a member of the core group. Father Harney will step down as chair and Marianne Down has offered to chair the next meeting. Ann Hall said that we need to encourage more of the parish to do jobs.

13. Date of Next Meeting
Father Harney proposed Wednesday 5th of December. The meeting will be held at St. Ann’s.

The following information is feedback from a Property Maintenance Meeting that Don Aitkin attended. Feedback was not given at the forum but Don asked that the information from that meeting be added to the end of the forum minutes.

Tom Garrud's presentation ranged over a number of topics, many of which stemmed from the new or revised statutory regulations governing the use and maintenance of buildings. Tom distributed copies of the six Property Information Sheets prepared to advise parishes and parish priests on how to meet the requirements of these regulations. Tom welcomes the formation of parish premises committees to assist parish priests in looking after parish assets and remains available to visit any parish that seeks help and advice on any matters to do with buildings, land and property. 

The meeting at Sacred Heart has already sparked off the formation of a premises group at St Patrick's. The meeting provided Tom with valuable feedback from parishes on a number of issues that are common concerns - not just for the North Sheffield Deanery. The particular topic of how to meet the requirements of the revised Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007 in a pratical way will be discussed at a meeting of Property Managers for the northern Dioceses in November.

